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A Not Very Public Convenience
When the council decided to close the public toilets in the centre of Llanidloes back in 2007 because of maintenance costs, they didn’t realise how inconvenient this would become to the local community.
A storm evolved between the local town council, community groups, the county council and the public regarding their closure. A lot of relentless campaigning over a two year period was carried out by LLANI Ltd a local community regeneration group to try and secure funding from the Welsh Assembly to reopen the toilets. The toilets, which are adjacent to the town hall, needed a lot of work to bring them up to modern standards. The go ahead was finally received earlier last year and work commenced on the renovations. A group of local businesses, known as ‘The Toileteers’, monitored all the work and developments and will be taking over the future running of the facility. 
With spiralling energy costs they looked at how they could use renewable energy to keep check on future running costs.  Deciding on solar energy as the most cost effective and viable solution for both hot water and electricity, with solar thermal and solar PV panels to be installed on the roof.
Llani Solar Ltd, a local Llanidloes company, was commissioned to install the solar water heating system for the toilets. Llani Solar Ltd is a supplier and installer of high quality solar thermal systems, wood fuel heating systems and heat pumps throughout Wales and the borders. Llani Solar Ltd is fully accredited under the Microgeneration Certification Scheme (MCS) for grant funded work.
The solar PV panels for electricity were installed by Dulas Ltd from nearby Machynlleth. Dulas Ltd is the winner of the Renewable Energy Association’s (REA) Best Company Award 2009.  Dulas Ltd is a leading renewable energy company with over 27 years experience in the design, supply and installation of renewable energy systems right through to international consultancy for the implementation of solar, hydro, wind and biomass projects. 
As work commenced on the renovation, the old roof had to be replaced because of its asbestos content.  The newly constructed roof now features solar PV panels to absorb the suns energy to provide electricity for lighting, and solar thermal panels to providing hot water hand washing facilities.  
Open once again, the fully renovated and environmentally friendly toilets are now providing and valuable convenience for local people and the many tourists who visit this popular market town.  Could it be that Llanidloes has the first public conveniences in the UK to have taken up the environmental challenge by installing renewable energy, as well as the very real issue of reducing CO2 emissions into the environment?
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